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OFC Late Winter and Spring Newsletter 2010

How often at this time of year we huddle indoors with the rain lashing against the windows and the wind 
howling down the chimney and through the tiniest crack or crevice. So it is good to turn our thoughts to the 
Club’s spring and summer activities and all  the glorious places and fascinating eco-systems we might be 
visiting in ever-lengthening days and increasing temperatures. Perhaps it is now timely to consider what we 
owe to those whose specialist knowledge and willingness to communicate that knowledge have made our trips 
meaningful and fulfilling over the years. Some of these folk have made a serious long-term study of their 
subject and are perhaps County Recorders or academics from outside Orkney, while others have embraced a 
wide range of subjects, and can impart a breadth of knowledge which enhances any natural history outing. 
Whichever, - in terms of the contribution they make to our activities, they are pearls without price and we owe 
them a great debt of gratitude.   However there are gaps in the range of our collective knowledge which 
members might like to consider filling, such as the study of terrestrial and freshwater molluscs and myriapods 
(centipedes  and millipedes).While  not having the obvious appeal of birds or vascular plants  these can be 
fascinating and rewarding subjects to get to grips with and anyone acquiring a working knowledge of the 
Orkney species would be a great asset to the Club.          

Happy Christmas One and All

OFC Late Winter & Spring Programme 2010
Our Club Nights are usually held in the St Magnus Centre, Kirkwall, (just uphill from the Cathedral) at 
7.30pm.  Everyone is welcome and entry charges are £1 for members and £2 for non-members while under-
19s come free. These charges help to pay for the cost of advertising and room and equipment hire. For those 
wishing to attend outdoor events please register your interest with the named contact a few days beforehand 
and on the day bring warm waterproof clothing and footwear, and refreshment. Last minute changes to the 
programme will, if possible, be notified on Radio Orkney and by phone or email (if we have your email 
address) to those who have registered their interest and via the Club’s website.

January
Fri 1st. Thurs 2nd or Sun 3rd. OFC New Year Ramble. Last year conditions were crisp, clear and sparkling 
in frosty sunshine. Let’s hope 2010 will be a repeat. We will choose the day and the venue guided by the 
weather forecast. Contact:  Dick Matson on 751426.

February
Fri 19th, Club Night. Exploring the Arctic under Sail. An illustrated account by Penny Martin of two 
sailing trips:
1. Tromso to Longyearbyen and Spitsbergen via the bird colonies and weather station on Bjornaya  and 
visiting Hornsund looking at glaciers and ice-fields and tracking polar bears.
2.  Longyearbyen to East Greenland exploring the scenery, icebergs, flora and fauna of the fjords and the 
Northeast Greenland National Park.
Sun  28th. Winter Bird Race. Joint event with the RSPB Local Group.  Teams of four (we will balance the 
levels of expertise) will tour the countryside between 9am and 5.30pm noting the different bird species, 
meeting afterwards at a hostelry to compare notes and, if desired, have a bar meal.  To book a place contact 
Dick Matson on 751426 or email  r.matson42@btinternet.com 



Weekend Lichen Event. Looking at the stone circles of Stenness and Brodgar. Date to be arranged to suit 
participants. Please let Roger Davies know on 721395 or email him on roger@headweb.co.uk 

March
Thurs 11th. Orkney Field Club AGM and Social Evening. Your chance to hear about developments in the 
past year and to put forward your suggestions as to how the Club should progress in the future.  A new 
committee will be elected and new members will be warmly welcomed.  After brief AGM business we will 
have some refreshments and a social get-together. It would be helpful if members could bring along a small 
amount of  food - sandwiches, sausage rolls, quiche, “fancies”, etc. 
Fri 19th. Club Night. Ask the Panel. A question and answer session to which members of the public as well 
as Club members can bring their questions, specimens or photos relating to wildlife to be examined by a 
panel of “experts”  -  with audience participation. 
Sun 21st. (reserve day Sun 28th).Tree Planting at the Thomas Wilson Plot. We plan to plant 15 to 20 trees 
and shrubs at the plot bequeathed to the Club by the late Thomas Wilson adjacent to his former home at 
Midland Cottage near Houton in Orphir. They will be species which bear berries for birds and flowers for 
insects. Contact: Dick Matson on 751426.

April
Sun 11th. Durkadale Working Party and Picnic. Joint event with the RSPB LG. We will continue with our 
repairs to the fencing at the OFC site and will plant more willow cuttings and carry out routine maintenance 
at the RSPB site. Volunteers please contact Dick Matson on 751426.
Fri 16th. Club Night. Spring Visit to Portugal. Sydney Gauld describes a spring visit to Portugal in search 
of wildflowers. Sydney is renowned for the quality of his photography.
Sat 17th/Sun 18th. Bag the Bruck. Joint event with the RSPB. Each year  Environmental Concern Orkney 
organise a clean-up of Orkney’s beaches to get rid of fishing nets and ropes, plastic and other debris which is 
potentially so harmful to wildlife. The RSPB Local Group will tackle Waulkmill Bay on Sat 17th and OFC 
will do Marwick Bay on Sun 18th. Come any time between 10am and 2 pm, gloves and bags provided. 
Contact Brian Ribbands on 751439 or the RSPB Office on 850176.
Sat 24th. Harrier Sky-dancing. Joint event with the RSPB LG. Join a guided walk in the Birsay moors to 
watch the unique courtship display of the Hen Harrier.We also hope to see Merlin, Kestrel and Short-eared 
Owls. Meet at the Rendall Community Centre at 9.30am. Contact Jim Williams on 761317.  

Looking Ahead
Just  to  reassure  folk  that  the  Orkney  winter  doesn’t  really  go  on  for  ever,  here  is  an  outline  of  our 
provisional plans for the summer.
Sun 2nd or Sun 9th May. Lichens of Orkney’s Woodland.
Sun 30th May. A Close Look at the Wildflower Habitat between Black Craig and Yesnaby.
Sun  13th June.  Getting  to  Know  Orkney’s  Wildflowers  with  John  Crossley.   Joint  event  with  BSBI 
members.
Sun 20th June.  Plants at the Margin with Prof Bob Crawford - Berriedale and the North Hoy Hills.  If Prof 
Crawford is unavailable we will explore flower-rich areas of N. Hoy. 
Sat 3rd July The Wildflowers and Birds of Egilsay.
Sat 17th or Sun 18th July. Dragonflies and Butterflies of North Hoy.
Sat 24th or Sun 25th  July. Dragonflies and Butterflies of the Joined-up Isles.
Sun 8th August. Families Moth Day. Joint event with WEx.
Sun 15th August. Bumblebees, Butterflies and Wildflowers.
Sun 5th or Sun 12th September. A Look at Mosses. 
Fri 17th  September. Club Night Talk. Plants at the Margin: a Botanical View of Climate Change by Prof 
Bob Crawford.
     
RSPB Local Group Spring Programme   
Sun 28th Feb.  Winter Bird Race. See OFC programme.
Sun 11th April. Durkadale Working Party and Picnic. See OFC programme.
Thurs 29th April.  RSPB LG Spring (Indoor) Meeting. To be arranged.
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Scottish Ornithologists’ Club Programme
Thurs 4th February. BTO: 100 Years of Bird Ringing in Scotland by Mark Grantham.  In the St Magnus 
Centre at 7.30pm.
Thurs 4th March. In the land of Prester John: A Birding Trip to Ethiopia by Mike Betts.  In the St Magnus 
Centre at 7.30pm.
     
Orkney RSPB Wildlife Explorers Group Programme
Since the hugely successful launch in September, the RSPB Wildlife Explorers Club here in Orkney has had 
two further meetings.
In October, the Wildlife Explorers met at Rendall Hall to go Batty at Halloween. Here 28 children made lots 
of tasty bird treats as part of the RSPB Feed the Birds Day Campaign. They also made batty kites and finger 
puppets and learnt about the bats and owls of Orkney and beyond. After some games of “Bat and Moth” 
where the children learnt about echolocation the afternoon was rounded off with a game of Batty Bingo 
where the children could test their knowledge.
In November we were blessed with a lovely afternoon for our Autumn Treasure Hunt in a walk which took 
us from the Firth Community Hall in Finstown up to Binscarth Woods and back. The children aged 6 to 11 
years explored and found fungi, lichens, ferns, seeds, leaves, animal tracks and birds and lots of lovely mu!! 
We were also fortunate as a delightful common buzzard decided to give us a spectacular aerial display just 
as we were entering the woods. After a spot of tree climbing we all headed back to the hall  with rosy cheeks 
and tired legs.
Parents!  Orkney Wildlife Explorers is aimed at children 8-12 years old; however younger children are 
welcome as long as a responsible adult stays with them. Please ensure that your children always come 
prepared for a walk, even for indoor meetings. If the weather is OK we try and take the group outside at 
some point, so outdoor clothes are essential.  Also a high visibility vest would be useful in the darker 
months if you have one. Unless otherwise stated all meetings are £1.00 for RSPB members and £1.50 for 
non members 

Sun 20th December. Christmas Fun with the Wildlife Explorers.
An afternoon of Christmas fun, games and crafts with a wildlife theme.
Time : 2pm to 4pm.
Venue : Kirkwall Scout Hut
Contact : Jess Butler on 861455

Sun 24th January. RSPB Big Garden Birdwatch with the Wildlife Explorers.
The group will take part in the national RSPB Big Garden Birdwatch. There are a significant number of 
spaces available but please contact to confirm a place. At this special site the children will be able to get up 
close and personal with all sorts of birds so bring your bird books and binoculars and enjoy!
Time: 2pm to 4pm  Venue: A site in Costa, Evie. 
Contact : Jess Butler on 861455 or e-mail me at garybutler868@btinternet.com

Sunday 21st February. Spring Awakening with the Wildlife Explorers. Winter might still be with us but 
Spring is just around the corner, the days are getting longer and some birds are already thinking about nest 
building. Come and find out about what’s in store for the early birds. Games and crafts too.
Time : 2pm to 4pm
Venue: St. Andrew’s Community Hall, Toab.
Contact : Jess Butler on 861455
Sunday 21st March. Brilliant Beaches !
Come beachcombing with the Wildlife Explorers looking for shells and other exciting things that the sea 
might have washed ashore. We will also find out about cetaceans and other sea life you might spot around 
Orkney. The event is weather dependent so please ring to confirm if forecast is poor. Helpful for Nature 
Detectives challenge.
Time : tbc
Venue : Evie beach. Meet in car park by the toilets.
Contact : Jess Butler  on 861455
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Sunday 25th April.  Harrier Sky Dancing and Burn Dipping.
Come along with the Wildlife Explorers and take a short walk up to the Cottasgarth hide to see the majestic 
hen harriers in action. Spot other birds and wildlife in this important moorland habitat.  We will also be 
investigating  what  is  in  the  freshwater  burn.  Weather  dependent  event.  Helpful  for  Nature  Detectives 
Challenge.
Time : 2pm – 4pm
Venue :  Cottasgarth  RSPB Nature Reserve.  Please try to share transport  if  possible  as parking is  very 
limited at the site.
Contact : Jess Butler on 861455

2010 Bulletin   Our  Chairman,  Roger  Davies,  will  shortly  be writing  to  potential   contributors  to  the 
Bulletin about arrangements for the 2010 edition.  If you do not hear from Roger and wish to submit an 
article you are most welcome to do so (see p65 of the 2009 Bulletin for guidelines and email addresses).  We 
hope to have the final list of contributions by 1st Feb and the deadline for submission of these contributions 
is 28th Feb.  Please stick to that deadline as it makes life a whole lot simpler for the Editorial Sub-committee. 
By mid-March the draft Bulletin should be ready for proof-reading and the final version sent for printing a 
month later.  We hope to distribute the Bulletin to members by early May.
 
Email Contact with Members  Roger is asking members to let him have their email addresses so that we 
can quickly inform members of up-to-the-minute news, developments and changes.  For instance, if we have 
to put out last minute changes to the timing or venue of events, we have to rely at the moment on the phone 
or Radio Orkney - not always foolproof, so email would be a useful back-up.  Recently SEPA announced 
that  they  would  be  hosting  a  Christmas  Quiz  in  early  December  for  environmental  organisations  and 
agencies.  We would have liked to have opened this up to our whole membership but were only able to 
contact those who had already let Roger have their email addresses.  Be assured that your details will be 
used discreetly and in any communication we will employ the computer facility “blind carbon copy” so that 
your details are not passed on to others.  Roger’s email address is roger@headweb.co.uk 

Wildlife Jottings. The summer of 2009 will be remembered for the reversal in the decline of the breeding 
success of some of our sea-bird species. The question is - was the decline attributable to global warming and 
if so was 2009 just a temporary respite in its relentless onward march?     
September  saw a lengthy spell  of  near-gale-force westerlies  which brought  an extra-ordinary arrival  of 
vagrant bird species from North America. The first and most news-worthy was the Sandhill Crane which 
was found in South Ronaldsay and stayed for more than a fortnight attracting scores of “twitchers” to the 
County. This was only the third record of this species for the whole of Britain.
The Crane was followed by a Yellow-billed Cuckoo which was found by the Gloup in Deerness. While not 
quite so rare this bird too was a magnet for “twitchers”.  
Soon after, a sharp-eyed observer had a fleeting glimpse of another rarity which he did well to recognise as a 
Red-eyed  Vireo  in  the  plantation  near  Tankerness  Community  Centre.  Fortunately  the  bird  which  has 
characteristics of both warbler and flycatcher did give the finder and a few others some more satisfactory 
views later on. 
Lastly one of our committee members happened upon a wader at the mouth of the Birsay Burn which most 
would have taken for a late Common Sandpiper, but close scrutiny revealed it to be yet another very rare 
American, a Spotted Sandpiper in winter plumage, and as such, almost identical to the Common.  
Another possible manifestation of global warming has been the desperately wet and windy, although mild, 
weather of the autumn.  Above average temperatures have meant that farmland birds are still finding plenty 
of food in the countryside and are as yet disinclined to come to supplies of food we put out in our gardens; 
wildflowers, such as Corn Marigold, are still retaining some flowers and Hedgehogs have been seen on the 
prowl as late as 21st November.  
In the previous Newsletter the northward spread of the Sea Bass was mentioned and this summer more 
specimens have been turning up around Orkney’s shores, the most notable recorded being a fish of about 
3lbs lost at the net by an angler fishing for Sea trout on an East Mainland beach in late summer.   
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